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Forecast:  Clear with a Chance of Golf Balls  

In addition to pretty blooms returning to our gardens, spring signals the 
return of thousands of golf balls falling “On the Green for Little Red”—

the unique charity golf scramble and golf ball drop that had its fun- and 
prize-packed premiere last year. 
 Mark your calendars for Monday, May 21, and head for Spring Lake 
Country Club, because everyone can get in on the fun. Event Chair Mary 
Eagin says this will be a day of golf and an evening of excitement you won’t 
want to miss.
 For $150 per person, golfers can enjoy a whole day of their favorite 
pastime, beginning at 11:30 a.m. with lunch prepared by the Club’s chefs, 
followed by an 18-hole golf scramble (with cart) that will feature fantastic 
prizes (and even some surprises) on select holes. When the golfers come off 
the course, they will be greeted by a hearty hors d’oeuvres reception.
 Even if golf is not your game, you can enjoy the hors d’oeuvres 
 reception—and watch the balls fall. Purchase a bucket of 13 balls plus two 
tickets to the reception (for $125) and join us at 6:00 p.m.  When the balls fall 
at 6:30, you’ll have thirteen chances to win one of three cash prizes.
 First prize (for the golf ball in or closest to the hole) is $1,000, second 
prize will be $400 and third prize, $200.  (Complete raffl e rules can be found 
on the Golf Ball Drop invitation that should have arrived in your mailbox last 
week. If yours has not arrived, please call Mary Eagin at (616) 842-9225 
and we’ll get another one to you right away.)
 If you can’t attend the reception, you can still be a winner. Purchase a 
 bucket of 13 balls only for $100, or a half bucket of 6 balls for $50, and 
we’ll notify you of the numbers on your golf balls in advance—but you need 
not be present to win. (For those joining us for lunch, golf, and reception, 
there will be opportunities throughout the day to 
purchase golf balls for the drop.) 
 Whether you can be there for the day or just for the 
“drop,” your participation will help provide compas-
sionate, professional adult day care services for our 
neighbors who need us, regardless of their ability to 
pay. Many of our participants rely on the scholarships 
that this event will help to provide. 

Don Anderson and Treasurer 
Dan Babcock get ready to make it rain 
golf balls at last year’s On the Green for 
Little Red at Spring Lake Country Club.

Pictured left to right, Event Chair Mary 
Eagin, Executive Director Jody Herrelko, 
and Board President Don Anderson 
invite you to support the Little Red House 
by joining them On the Green for Little 
Red, May 21 at Spring Lake Country Club.

For more information, contact 
The Little Red House at 846-5720.

We look forward to seeing you May 
21 On the Green for Little Red.
Michigan Special Charity Raffl e License #R91335

Drive this Mercedes! A new sponsor for 
2007—Betten Imports, Inc. of Grand 
Rapids—has generously donated a 
two-year lease of a 2007 Mercedes SLK280 
Roadster to the fi rst golfer to get a hole-in-
one (on a hole to be determined) during 
the charity golf scramble.
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Ride the Big 
Red Bus
If not for the generosity of 

another donor (who pre-
fers to remain anonymous) 
we would not have a big, 
bright red bus with wheel-
chair lift, which was deliv-
ered last spring to replace 
the aging and inadequate 
van we had been using. We 
now offer both morning 
and afternoon/evening 
transportation services, 
which are scheduled by 
Paula Tapanila, Transpor-
tation Coordinator.
 But the bus gets lonely 
in the middle of the day, so 
we’d like to share it 
(between the hours of 11 
and 2 weekdays, anytime 
on weekends) with com-
munity groups who might 
need it for an excursion—
or even individuals with 
special needs who require 
transportation to medi-
cal appointments. It seats 
twelve plus the driver and 
one additional rider. Each 
request will be assessed 
and a modest fee charged 
to cover our expenses.  
Call Paula Tapanila at 
846-5720 if you’d like us 
to send our big red bus to 
your door.

Welcome to the fi rst edition of our community newsletter, WINDOWS on The 
Little Red House. You are receiving this publication if:

• you are a participant at The Little Red House or the caregiver of a participant; 
• you have made a donation to The Little Red House, attended one of our 
  fundraising events, or you are a volunteer for The Little Red House; 
• you are one of our many community partners whose fi nancial support 
  makes our very existence possible; 
• you are a health care provider or member of the community network of
  senior support services.

If you are any of these, you’re part of The Little Red House “family,” and like all 
families, we want to keep in touch. We named our newsletter “Windows,” to give 
you a peek into all that goes on here. We think you’ll be amazed.
 In the nearly two years I’ve been director, I know I’ve been amazed on a daily 
basis—especially with the professional staff with whom I am privileged to work.  
On the next page you meet Cathy Weideman and learn about the dance move-
ment therapy program she instituted. How fortunate we are to have her skills 
and gifts. Someone whose name will crop up often in these pages is our Activity 
Director and Volunteer Coordinator, Joan Wills-Birch, who arrived here almost 
the moment our doors opened in 2000. Joan is both an accountant and a certi-
fi ed nursing assistant! Believe me, when you work with limited resources, having a 
“cross-trained” and fl exible staff is nothing short of answered prayer. Joan recently 
accepted the title of Offi ce Manager as well. In her additional role, she will assist 
with—among other duties—the myriad recordkeeping and reporting tasks 
required in the operation of a healthcare nonprofi t agency. Thank you, Little Red 
House staff.
 It is a privilege to record and recognize the many generous gifts we receive. 
If you’ve driven past The Little Red House recently, you might have noticed the 
green awning over our front door. A grant from Senior Resources in Muskegon 
allowed us to purchase and install it so that our participants can arrive and depart 
on rainy and snowy days without getting wet.  Thank you, Senior Resources.
 There will be new patio furnishings this year thanks to the employees of Ground 
Heaters, Inc. They gave a gift of $1,000 in honor of their founders, Chet Grochoski 
and Susan Meekhof, upon their retirement in September 2006. What a wonderful 
tribute, and one that will be enjoyed for many years by our participants. Thank 
you, employees of Ground Heaters, Inc.
 We are daily occupied in the grant application process, and recently our efforts 
were rewarded when the Grand Haven Area Community Foundation granted us 
$3,400 through its Greatest Needs Fund, to be used to construct a wall that will 
divide our activity area from the day room. This will provide privacy to our dance 
movement therapy program and limit the noise for those resting, reading, or 
watching television in the day room. Thank you, Grand Haven Area Community 
Foundation Greatest Needs Fund.
 Sometimes, the mail yields an unexpected gift, and it’s a great day!  That 
 happened in March when we received $2,000 from the Herman Miller Foundation, 
which was like rain on parched soil for our scholarship fund. It will provide more 
than 200 hours of care to participants without fi nancial resources. Thank you, 
Herman Miller Foundation.
 We hope you enjoy the window on our world that this newsletter provides. 
Please share it with others so that all those who need us can fi nd their way to our 
door. I’ll be out and about in the community this year, speaking to senior groups, 
veterans’ organizations, and others to give them a peek into The Little Red House, 
too. If you know of a group that would like to schedule a speaker, please call me at 
846-5720. Thank you, Little Red House family. 

The View from My Window

By Jody Herrelko, Executive Director

And wave at the bus in 
the Spring Lake Memorial 
Day Parade on May 28!
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