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By Jody Herrelko, Executive Director

pring and summer at the Little Red House have been a carnival of sight and sound.

Looking out my window, | see the bus coming and going, volunteers tending the
garden, participants enjoying the sunshine and flowers. Up the staircase float the sounds
of piano playing and singing and laughter.

One of the happiest sounds | heard was our nursing director, Chris Schuh, saying to a
caller,”We are full that day. May | offer you another day?”Yes, for the first time in its history,
The Little Red House is experiencing “capacity” attendance of 12 participants on some
days—as more and more people find their way to our door,and we welcome them to our
family. With increased attendance, however, come greater financial needs. Not all of our
participants are able to pay the full amount of their care, even though our hourly rate has

remained low. But we do not turn anyone away. Instead, we turn to our supporters, the place prize in the 2nd Annual
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21 at Spring Lake Country Club. 18 foursomes took to the links on a picture-perfect day
and, when it was all over, three lucky winners went home with prize money from the Golf
Ball Drop [see photo]; and the Little Red House earned $9,300! The event was flawless
from start to finish.Thank you, Dave and Mary, and all who joined us that day.

Another faithful supporter, Senior Resources, awarded us a $5,000 mini-grant that
helped fund our dance movement therapy program for the summer months. We have
added one-on-one sessions for participants who benefit greatly from the additional
attention and exercise. Our enduring gratitude goes to the good folks at Senior Resources
in Muskegon, our area agency on aging.

From the moment we became members of the Chamber of Grand Haven, Spring

Lake and Ferrysburg, the benefits began to roll in. Many people learned about The Little The view from the aerial bucket
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August 1 board member Wendy Creason attended a pre-opening reception at the new cause

WalMart store in Grand Haven Township, where she gratefully accepted a check in the
amount of $5,650.Thank you, Joy Gaasch and Walmart. Senior Ice Cream Social - June 14
Board Chair Don Anderson joined me in hosting a site visit by the United Way of

Greater Ottawa County, who toured our facility, viewed our agency DVD, and asked lots el Stefa”ij
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of questions. Recently we received a generous grant for our participant scholarship and Ellyse Birch serve

transportation program. A thousand thanks to our partners at the United Way. up ice cream
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Haven, who invited me to speak at their meeting on July 24.Thanks also to Ruth Kelly and PaulaTapanila

the American Legion Auxiliary in Grand Haven for inviting me to speak there on April 24. (Ieft) and Joan

| appreciate the opportunity to tell The Little Red House story whenever | can.If you'd like Wills-Birch

me to speak to your group, please call me at 616-638-6554. (right) with
For the second year in a row, Kerry Davis and her team from Herman Miller of Holland ?eu;nbﬂﬁateers

have donated their time and green thumbs to spruce up our garden, which brings so much
pleasure to our participants. A big red @ from The Little Red House to Kerry and crew!

On Thursday, June 14—Senior Day of the Spring Lake Heritage Festival—The Little
Red House hosted a free ice-cream social for seniors. Joan Wills-Birch worked tirelessly
to plan, promote, and present that successful event.Thanks and praise go to: Sweet
Temptations, who donated the ice cream, The Weideman Family Band, who provided
musical entertainment, and our wonderful “Laker” teen volunteers who showed up in
red shirts and big smiles to serve and socialize with our many guests.

Now, we are on to the “Big Event” of the year—Bravo! 2007—on Friday, September 14.
In the past two years, this benefit has raised almost $90,000 for our operations. It is truly
the one night that makes all our days here possible.On behalf of everyone at The Little
Red House, | hope to see you there. ﬁ“







